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T becomes us with equal wonder and gratitude 
J oſten to reflect upon the kind proviſion, which 
God has made for the family of Man; and our feelings 
on. this fubie& ſhould be the more cordial and ante 
mated, inaſmuch as He has ſpoken of this, famil 
for a great while to come, faying— while the ea 
remaineth, ſeed-time aud harveſt .. ., . . ſhall not 


* 


ceaſe,” _— 
But this general promiſe no more binds, the faith- 
ful Author of jt to make the ſeaſons, year after year, 
* alike favourable, than his afſurance, that the world 
ſhall not be turned again into one vaſt ocean, binds 
him to prevent the ravages of a partial flood. Many 
a huſbaudman fill fows with trembling, and zeaps 
with a heavy heart ; the evil arrows of famine” ſmite 
here—a prov nce, and there—a nation; nor is it pro- 
bable that mortals ever ſaw the day, on which plenty 
difuſed a univerſal triumph: yet how deep the anx- 
ty created among a people by one unfavourable 
ſ:afon! 7 7 : 
Think of a country not viſited indeed with the fall 
horrors of a famine, but where the fields have greatly 
diſappointed hope, where tood is procured only at an 
uno: ual price, where there exiſt all the y mptoms of | 
reyailing ſcarcity; you are moved with compaflion: 
2 the caſe be hrought nearer home ; ſuppgie, that 
country to be Britain, you would be filled with ne; 
vol. . 1 with 
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clouds; 


62) 
with zeal and union you would apply all the varieties 
of relief, Some ardent friend of his country, much af- 
fected by its calamitous fituation, might, in addition 
to other means, ſtep forward, and thus beſpeak atten- 
tion 

* My afflicted countrymen |! ; 

In the name of the wiſe and good among you, I 
venture to ſolicit a candid hearing; and, while it ſhall 
be my object to report their ſentiments, I wiſh to 
feel that they are practically mine, Were the wiſe 
and good to addreſs you under the prefent circum— 
ſtances, would it not be in language to this effect? 

: LET us ACKNOWLEDGE THE HAND OF Gop; 
thus he teaches us our intire dependence. Did not 
the ower go forth to ſow ? was not the ſeed com- 
mitted with the uſual care to the boſom of the ground? 
were there not reapers to cut down the produce ? 
Yes; and the ſame diligence, the fame ſkill, the fame 
earneſt deſire have been exerciſed, as in former ſeaſons; 
but He, who * commandeth the fun, and maketh 
a decree for the rain, darkened the ſky with heavy 


— — from the hills innumerable ſtreams 
Tamultuous roar'd, and bigh abo e its banks 

The river lified; with the ruſhing tide _ 
Herds, flocks, and harveſts, cottages, and ſwains, 
Noll'd mingled down.'———— Iuouso. 


Nor ſhould it excite our wonder, that the e events 
break in upon a lengthened cour e of p:ofperity, and 
occur where the ampleſi proviſion ſeemed to have ben 
made agaiuſt them. Conſider the fam nes mentioned 
iu the Bible; they were confined to Egypt, and to 
Canan: to Egypi—confide red then, like bricath, 
France, and Poland, in the preſent age, as the ga- 
ry of Europe; to Canaan—a and choſen for the feed 
of Abraham on account of its fertility, *a good land, 
a a of brooks aid ourans, a and of wheat aud 


barley, of vines and fig- trees and honey. 
6 1 . * 4 Without 
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Without a bleſſing tom above, how vain thericheſt 
foil, and the molt aniduous culture! 

LET US BOW SUBMISSIVELY TO THE DIVINE 
APPUINTMENTS., The boldeſt tinner dares not lite- 
rally * to {et his mouth againſt the heavens,” and with 
an aud ble voice to charge cruelty upon the Creator; 
but that unpatience, which queſtions his goodnefs, de- 
ſtroys a mau's peace, a id loads his converfation with un- 
am able complaints, — widely prevalent, aid varion'ly 


expreſſed. May it not mingle an unſuſpected inſlueuce 


wich our inveſtigatious of the cauſes, that praduse 
ſeurcity ? Should we not carefully guard agaialt it, 
Wien tixing cenſure, yielding to fear, or. co triving 
methods of redreſs ? While thus employed, let us ſay 
from our hearts unto God, theſe are thy judgments, 
and they are righteous; thou turneſt a ruitful land 


into barreaneſs for the wiesedneſs of them that dwell 


the:ein,” 

In this view, O Britons, how gentle the divine cor- 
rection! Reflect on your iniquities: Who can ca- 
eulate the profane oachs, wich are uttered within 
your borders, 11 the ſhort ſpace of a fingle day? who 
would not be ſhocked, were ac to fee all the dif- 
honeſt, intemperate, and impure, aſſembled into one 
crowd ? Religious ordinances are delpiſed by ſome, 
neglected by others, a l unprofitab'y regarded by teng 
of ihouſands. Ambion, with extravagance for her 
compa on, pervai!es the higher and middling claites” 
with growingin'luence, aorisſheaſtrangertotheabodes 
of poverty. How aſtoniſhing that we ſutfer, as yet, fo 
little! What muſt it be to witneſs the devaſtations of 
the locuſt, the caterpiiiar, and the canter-worm 2* 
to know, that while the garners are la! deſylate, 
the ſeed,” which ſhould replecuiſh them, is rotten na- 
der the clods;“ to covet as our food the fleſh of a hu- 
man being—a brother, a wife, a child? Let all this 
came upon Iſrael. O Biirain, who among thine elders 
recollects, who among thy hiſtorians ever recorded a 
ſcarcity to be compared with this ? 

A 2 Let 


(4) 
Lxr us REAR THE VOICE, when CALLS Us 
TO PENITENCE AND PRAYER, Say not, © He pu- 
niſheth the innocent with the gnilty; for e are guilty, 
and the holieſt of men will be the firſt to fay—* we 
deferre to have our ſupply, not merely reduced, but 
utterly withdrawn. Vea, were it pofib'e to divide the 
guilt of the beſt human character among the individ- 
uals of a whole nation, that nation, we conceive, 
might zuſtly be blotted out for ever. Purn therefore, 
O countrymen, with ſupplication toa chaftizing God, 
implore him to deal not with you after your fins, nor 
w reward you according to your iuiquities;' but for 
the fake of that facnfice, which was offered pon Cale 
vary by the great Redeemer, to forgive, and at the 
fame time, to cleanſe you from all unrighteoufhess.“ 
Lift up your hands, ye devout ; prayer availeth much. 
Moſes prayed; and God ſpa e kindly again to a people, 
of whom he had faid— Let me alone, that iny wrath 
may war hot againſt them, and that I may conſume 
them.” Elijah prayed ; and famine was ſucceeded by 
abundance. Ye miniſters, wy ont your hearts in the 
ſanSuary ; bow reverently before God, ye parents and 
maſters, amidſt your reſpective families ; and bet mor- 
tals of every age and rank plead for themſelves, their 


tirement.. 
LET us NOW LEARN THE INESTIMABLE 
VALUE OF THE SCRIPTURES, 2 
- When God defigned to awaken the moſt tremen- 
dons alarm, he threatened, * not a famine of bread, 
nor a thirſt for water, but a famine of his holy word.” 
O Britain! There are many kingdems more po- 
nous and extenfive, many, whoſe airis ſerener, where 
the ſeaſons are more regular, and the foil more pro— 
dudtive; but there is no kingdom fo repleniſhed! with 
ſpiritual advantages. The word of the Lord' is in all 
hy villages; to thouſands of thy poor its treaſures are 
opened in their early days, and plans for the extenſion 
of this glorious privilege are continually multiplying. 
p 1 


relatives, and their country in the depth of ſacred - 


1 & 3 
In a few years, it is hoped, there will be found. 
Tearcely an individual, even in the lowel claſs, but, 
what will have a bible, and be able to read it. There are 
many too, whoſe delight as well as office it is, to © ſpeak 
on God's behalf; and theirtheme is mercy :; they de- 
ſcribe proviſions fit for the /oul to live on; they pubs 
liſn through the land the cheering information that 
Jeſus Chiiſt is * the bread of life.“ Come, ye hungry 
and thirſty,“ they cry aloud ; come without money, 
come without fear, come without delay; there is 
room for millions; the fource of ſupply, and the 
bounty, which throws it open, are alike 11exhauttble.” 

Let Us NEGLECT NO LAWFULL MEANS or 
LIGHTENING THE GENERAL PRESSURE, Every 
one has a thare of 1aftluence ; let hin exert it all. 

To ſome are coinmitted ton talents ; hapęy you, 
who, having the indulgence, feel your obligation 
to aſſiſt /argely ! And happy you, who, though not 
ennobled, not independent oa trade, not 1nhabiung ſus, 

erb abodes, have yet a heart to ſay, with grateful 
ſatisfaction— We are rich, for we have enough, 
we have ſomething to ſpare!!! Happy they, 
through all the gradations of wealth, who bave learned 
that an ability to ſerve the temporal and eternal in- 
tereſts of men, is the higheſt diſtinction, which wealth 
confers ! 

Oh what debtors are you, whom God ſurrounds: 
with this ability! you are not only maintained, but 
indulged; ſupplies flow in more rapi-lly than your 
wants; to you Winter comes {tripped of half . melan- 
choly, and Scarcity itſelf can iuflict none but the ſoft 
ſorrows of ſympathy. Be the repreſentatives of him, 
who * giveth you all things ſo richly to enjoy; take 
the poor under your protection, invite by your huma- 
nity the blefling of him who is “ ready to periſh. 

But on this head we may well forbear exhortatiom 
the numbers of your clats, who are daily offering 
their aſſiſtance, make it more neceſſary that we cons: 


gratulate and applaud, You have come forward in 
8 eat 
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great bodies; and, not ſatisfied with the bare ſubſerip- 
tion of your names, you act in uwulon, and make your 
benevolence tell 10 its full extent, by being bene vo- 
lent on a plan. You bave ſeen, that during a ſcarcity, 
it is expedient to encourage a reduced con{unption 
of the article moſt affected; you have ſouglit for 
wboleſome ſubſtitutes; nor is it % much to affirm 
of /ome of you, ti at you abtidge yourſelves, aud are 
not unwi.lmg to partake of the food, which on ſuch 
reaſonable terms your eſtabliſhments diſtribute among 
the poor. Go on—bnt beware of placing vou ex- 
ertioas in the Saviour's ſtead, or of entertaining che 
hope that they will atone for any fuful dug ce. 
Efabliſh and exalt them by ali the principles of evans 
ge ical religion. 

We want your affiſtance too, ye poor of the 
ſand, we can do you no good without it, You are 
a numerous claſs, and the proper conduct of each 
member would produce the molt happy conſequences. 


"We lament the inconveniencies and hardſhips, 


which you ſuſler, and it affords us pleaſure, wen 
we behold you noticed and re'i-ved. At this ſeaſon 
in particular, with all your iuduſtry, we know that 
it is with much «ifficulty, you obtain a ſupport, But 
as poverty in itſelf is no diſgrace, neither is it a proof 
of divine vengeance. Lazarus, whom angels bore into 
Abraham's boom, was poor; the twelve apoſtles were 
4 Jeſus himſelf, the glorious Son of God, for che 
ake of ſinners, became pr; God,. as the father of the 
poor, commends them to the rich, ſaying— he that 
giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord. 

The charge has been accepted, the loan cheerfully 


made. For, we hve in the age of 1berality, and a 


kind of parental feeling inſpires the wealthy Public. 
Reſt aſJured, ye children of poverty, your anxieties are 


mage a common cauſe; the ingenious con!rive on your 


behalf the miniſters of religion plead, and all ſeem 
zeady to contribute. | 1 
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Be df cheer, the ſame wiſe Providence, 
which lays on the burden, 1s thus enabling you to 
bear it; and if you are not wauting to yourſelves, 
we indulge an unſhakea confidence, that you will 
be till upheld, and at length reviſited with the ſmile 
of plenty. 

— he wiſhes of each generous friend by a pati- 
ent continuance in labour, ſobriety, and carefulneſs. 
In the cheapeſt times, yo need all the advantages, 
their cloſeſt union can impart. A negligent and 
waſtefal habit is then, and mich more now, not 
only an enormous crime, but unaccountable infatua- 
1101: it chains you in the priſon of perpetual want. 
He, who had juſt fed thouſands by a miracle, com- 
manded his diſciples to gather up the fragraents, 
that nothing might be loſt. | 

Imagine then the guilt and folly of that man, who 
takes the earnings of the day, and meanly pends 
them upon himſelf. Behold him among brother-pro- 
fligates drowning his reaſon, and degrading himſelf 
below the level of a brute; ſec how he ſtaggers home; 
hear the infernal language, with which, having paſſed 
the threſhold of his door, he overwhelms the cries 
of infancy, and the bitter lamen:atioas of the unhappy 
mother; cries and lamentations ofte 1 to be renewed ! 
Is it for ſuch a man to murmar ? Can he hope for aſ- 
ſiſtance? Were it pothble to {orget his family, it mult 
be oniy in a late ſtage of ſufferiag that Charity her- 
felf won d notice his appeal. The moalter, who 
thus imp weriſhes thoſe, wirom the wcareſt ties 
of human nuure bad him to ſupport and cheriſh, 
deſerves the reprobation of the good, awd wil af 
ſure1'y, if he repent not, experience the eternal ven- 
gea ce of Heaven, A he? 

We retire from u character ſo baſe and rom feenes 
ſo wrerched, hon ag bat oir de crip/iion, attewled 
with divine influence, will foften and reclaim ſome 

; | | While 
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4.3 
while it effabli ſhes and bears onward thoſe, who are al- 


regs travelling ina better path, 


Reſpected Contrymen, 
Whether you move in high Nations, or tread the 


vale of obſcurity and indigence, we entreat your re- 


s to eyery thing amiable and holy, to whatever 
conciliates, unites, ſtrengthens, and relieves ; and eſ- 
pecially to that *pure and undetiled religion,” which hy 


providing immortality and glory for the foul, leaves 
us ſo little to fear from the failure of theſe carthly 


harveſts. 
And thou; Father of Mercies, wilt return with 


thine accuſtomed bounty; thy paths ſhall drop fat- 
neſs upon the paſtures, the little hills ſhall rejoice on 
every ade, the paitares thai! be clothed- with flocks, 
the Talleys covered over with corn, they thall ſhout - 
for joy, they ſhall alſo fing;” or ſhould thy * band 


de bel out ſtill,“ and does darkneſs ſpread over 
the ſky; thou baſt a people, who know thy name, 


who t in thy teſtimonies, and whole cheerful 
confidence has often ſaid— Although the fig-tree 
ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vines, 
the labour of the olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall 
eic ao incat, the Rocks ſhall be cut off from the 
fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the lialls; yet we 
will rejoice in the Lord, we will joy iu the God of 


our falvation.” v7 
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